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February 2023 

Squan-a-Tissit 
NEWS   

News from our chapter of Trout Unlimited. 
Champions of sport and conservation on two northeastern Massachusetts  

trout watersheds:  
The Squannacook & The Nissitissit. 
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Chapter Meeting 
Monday, February 27th, 

7:00 
 

Adam Kautza 
MassWildlife Coldwater Fishery Project 

Leader  
ñWild Browns in the  

Deerfieldò 

Adam Kautza is the Coldwater 
Fisheries Project Leader for the 
Massachusetts Division of Fish-
eries and Wildlife.   As Coldwa-
ter Fisheries Project Leader, Ad-
am works all across the state 
with district staϜ and various 
outside partners like Trout Un-
limited on management, con-
servation, and restoration of 
Massachusetts coldwater ɲsh 
resources. He holds a BS in Bi-
ology from University of Wis-
consin, a MS in Fisheries Sci-
ence from the University of ϥda-
ho, and a PhD in Aquatic Ecolo-
gy from Ohio State.    
 
Adam will be presenting about 

Wild Browns in the Deerɲeld.  The basis for this presentation is a talk he 
gave at a Symposium on Wild Trout in Montana.  He has been studying 
wild trout in the Deerɲeld River for the past several years and has actively 
worked with the Deerɲeld River TU Chapter on many of their projects in-
cluding brown trout spawning studies.  
   
Adam will be presenting via Zoom. 

In-person at Pepperell 
Christian Fellowship 
(PCF) and  
Zoom Meeting Link 
ID:  86121298527 
Passcode:  746262   

 
Banquet 2023 
updatesé 
 
PIT Tag up-
dateé 
 
Fly of the 
Monthé  
 

https://www.instagram.com/squanatissit/
https://www.facebook.com/Squanatissit-Trout-Unlimited-35905459089545/
https://us06web.zoom.us/j/86121298527?pwd=cXRvbXNsY1oxY0dWZVphaVJIM0VEUT09


- 2 - 

  

Chapter Notes 
Hi again! 
 
Welcome to February!  The weather has continued to be pretty mild and 
the river is up for now.  Never sure about runoff when there is not a lot of  
snow on the ground, but it usually works out.  Spring is so close and Iôm 
sure a lot of people are looking forward to that. 
 
We have a number of things going on or coming up.  One of the biggest is 
the 2023 Banquet.  Hopefully, you will be able to make it.  There are a 
number of people working hard to pull it together after a multiyear hiatus.  It 
will be a great way to have some fun for an evening and maybe win some 
raffle prizes.  This is our largest fundraiser of the year and it will be nice to 
see everyone.  Take a look at the banquet updates further on in the news-
letter and please help spread the word about the event! 
 
For our PIT Tagging project, Michael Rosser and I made it down to the riv-
er recently to take high water measurements at the installation site.  The 
Niss and Sucker Brook looked great.  It was a nice day to be out.  We got 
some pictures and had a ñuh ohò moment down by the rebuilt log crossing.    
There are some updates on the project below and the ñuh ohò...It will be 
great when we can set an installation date for the equipement.  We are not 
there, yet, but will update with that as soon as possible.  I think this is very 
interesting project and should be fun, so please keep an eye out for up-
dates on this. 
 
Looking forward on the calendar, we will also be coordinating streamside 
and access cleanup efforts this year with the townwide effort in Pepperell.  
The cleanup will be in April.  We will be registering our locations and exact 
dates with the town on April 1.  This usually a quick half day effort that eve-
ryone enjoys helping out on. 
 
On another front we have set our date for the Chapterôs Annual Day on 
the River to be Saturday, May 13th.  We will be at the Columbo WMA 
again on the Nissitissit.  Always a fun day with food and fishing.  This year 
we looking to have an etymology session to highlight the health and diver-
sity in the Nissitissit.  Great for everyone including kids...showing what lives 
in and along the river with some hands-on fun. 
 
(Continued next page) 
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Chapter Notes 
 
Also, the planning for our ñGetting Started in Fly Fishingò event is still un-
derway.  There are still a number of things to finalize, but we hope to put 
out the date soon. 
 
Last month we had Gerry Crowe as our speaker.  It was a tough night 
weather wise so we did not have a ton of attendees.  Those that were able 
to make it heard a truly great talk about fishing in Idaho and far western 
Montana.  Mostly self guided, uncrowded fishing.  It was really a well done 
presentation.  I wish more could have seen it. 
 
For February, our featured speaker will be Adam Kautza from MA DFW.  
Adam has been with us before and will be speaking about the Deerfield 
River, wild browns, and other highlights of the watershed.  Many of us have 
enjoyed time out there, so this should be interesting.  
 
Hope to see you at the Chapter Meeting! 
 
Tim 
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Help Wanted/Needs 

 
 
We have had some response to our requests, but still need help on a few.  Some of these 
things only take a few minutes, but are helpful: 
 
Newsletter content, etc.:  

¶ Fishing and outdoor pictures...We did get some and 
will be using them in our newsletters starting this 
month.  We could always use more!  

¶ Membersô favorite flies... send in just the name of 
your favorite fly/flies and we will share it in Fly of 
the Month é  

 
 
Banquet help 

¶ Will you tie some flies?  Perhaps 1/2 dozen Clousers, nymphs, or dries for our 
bucket raffles? 

¶ We will need some help serving the night of the banquet.  Basically running food 
from the kitchen to guest tablesé Only takes 5 to 10 minutes the night of the ban-
quet.. 

 
Monthly speakers 

¶ Do you have a presentation or have you seen a good presenter that would be a 
good fit for our meetings?  We are always looking for suggestionsé  

 

Got one! 
¶ Thank you goes out to Kirk Reynolds and 
family for their donation of a travel grill to 
the Chapter.     

Squan-a-Tissit Chapter 

Send questions/info via email: 
  

chapter@squanatissit.org 

mailto:chapter@squanatissit.org
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Project:  Sucker Brook PIT Tagging 

Additional measurements... 
The equipment purchases are still in queue and there discussion on the beneɲt of having 
multiple installations to gather more information...possibly more to come on this topic. 
 
Originally the installation location measurements were done at low water and the sizing need-
ed was extrapolated to what looked like high water measurements.  The antenna needs to be 
sized to the higher water measurements as much as possible. 
 
The recent and current ɳows are actually much closer to the high water level so on Feb 14 Mi-
chael and Tim visited the site to take additional measurements.  HereɅs some photos of the 
site with the higher water: 

 

Upcoming EVENTS 
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