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Our featured speaker for October
will be Steve Culton. Steve lives in
Connecticut. He is a fly fishing
guide and instructor, fly tyer, and
outdoor writer. Steve’s work has
appeared in Field & Stream, American Angler, The Flyfish Journal, The
Drake, The Fisherman, Flyfishing &
Tying Journal, Eastern Fly Fishing, Fly Rod & Reel Online, and
the Mid Atlantic Fly Fishing Guide.
Most of all, he is just a guy who
loves fly fishing. Steve’s presentation will be about the Farmington
River in CT:
“Those who live in or near southern New England are fortunate to be close to
one of the finest trout streams on the east coast. The secret is out — this is
blue ribbon trout water. There’s something for everyone on the Farmington:
Classic dry fly pools. Mysterious pockets for nymphing. Spirited runs for swinging wets and deep holes for drifting streamers. A classic tailwater, the Farmington fishes well year round, and offers anglers an opportunity to catch
stocked as well as holdover and stream-born wild trout.” — Steve Culton

Follow Us On

This is sure to be a great talk!
Please note: Steve will be presenting remotely via Zoom.
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Hi everyone,
Spring and summer have run their course, but hopefully everyone had an
enjoyable season. Locally, we have been having a very low water year,
but there are still trout in the Nissitissit to be had that made it through the
heat. Nice time to be out and see the colors and make a few casts. I know
some folks were able to get away for more distant fishing and it will be
good to catch up with them at one of our monthly meetings.
Although we had no big events planned for the summer it was still pretty
busy for TU. There were multiple meetings and gatherings that used the
Sucker Brook Dam and Culvert project success as a backdrop. MA DER
had a gathering in the early summer to announce grant awards, for example. Several TU BOD members were in attendance to answer questions
about the project during presentations and site walk. It was quite a show of
people and included representatives from many levels of the MA F&W/
DER organizations, Town of Pepperell, etc.
There was a similar gathering just a week ago that brought together representatives from a number of MA towns and state agencies to see our project results and to hear first hand how partnerships were the key to success. In between these, there were multiple “next step” project kickoffs
held along Sucker Brook. Each of these has been very valuable for the
Chapter in terms of credibility, contacts and networking related to our efforts as we continue to move forward. Folks want to know what we know,
what we think, and they listen our suggestions.

We had a busy, successful year last year and it looks like it will continue.
Together we (TU, MA DER/F&W, Pepperell Conservation) will be pushing
ahead on the Sucker Brook projects that should complete the continuity
restoration of the stream. Although it will be measured in years, it is really
close. A lot of partner excitement on this.

Elsewhere in the newsletter look for some summary/updates related to last
year’s efforts, info on several TU actions this past summer, upcoming efNov 12…
Log Crossing Repair Field forts/projects where we are key partners, important TU “wins” by the DeerDay,
field Chapter that are great for us all, and more…
Columbo WMA,
Pepperell, 9 AM
Chapter Events for latest
info!
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Squan-a-Tissit Chapter
Chapter Notes (cont’d)
October will be our first Chapter meeting since the spring and we will be in
-person and online via Zoom. We tried hybrid a bunch of times last year, Zoom Meeting Link
ID: 86121298527
but always ended up remote only. This year the Board of Directors has
Passcode: 746262
already met “hybrid” and it went well, so we are on our way. In-person
meetings will be at the Pepperell Christian Fellowship. Directions to the
PCF are at the end of the newsletter.
Hopefully, we can see more people in-person at our activities, meetings, and 2023 Banquet...whoa...That’s right Banquet...food, fun, raffles...we’ll need some help, but we are working it!
Watch for more info.

Finally TROUT magazine came out in August and Michael Rosser’s article was there on page 76!
A lot of work on the project and article! A nice highlight for Michael and callout for Chapter!
See you the meeting for Steve Culton’s Farmington River presentation!
Tim
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Squan-a-Tissit Chapter
Help Wanted/Needs
At our most recent BOD meeting we talked about a lot of things TU, Chapter, fishing, projects,
etc. Fun stuff, but a big realization that we could use a bit more help. Looks like we will always be busy so we are looking for some help in smaller “chunks” that are easier to manage.
They may take some of our time, but they are a way to stay involved:
Newsletter content, etc:
• Have you taken any pictures while fishing? … a weird bug
… an 18” native brookie that is really an 6” fallfish … a photo
of your favorite water… We love this stuff!
• A favorite fly pattern … send in the recipe and picture and we will
share it in Fly of the Month …
• Proofreader...Need a little help to read the Newsletter before it is
sent out to spot any typos/errors… You find ‘em, we fix ‘em
BOD help
• Specifically, the Chapter Secretary position needs help… Can you
attend a monthly BOD meeting, take notes for the meeting and distribute prior to
the next month? Can you write a letter or “thank you” note when needed for the
Chapter?... This can take 1 to 3 hours a month, but is a very important role.
Banquet help
• We will need some coordination/setup help for the spring 2023 banquet. It would
be great to have a non-BOD person act a banquet “chair”… No lie: It is work, but
we have all the steps, needs, timings...Just need someone to keep it going and in
focus..
Monthly speakers
• Do you have a presentation or have you seen a good presenter that would be a
good fit for our meetings? We are always looking for suggestions…
Needs
•

Does anyone have a medium size travel grill they would like to
donate for use at Chapter events?

Send questions/info via email:

chapter@squanatissit.org
-4-

Upcoming

EVENTS

Project Update

Keyes-Parker Site Naturalization
Last spring we did a small project to clean up and prep the
area near the old Sucker Brook Dam site for naturalization.
It went well and we put some seed down during the May
planting day. Having visited the site since then, things are
looking good!

It should be noted, though, that we were and never will be a
match for Mother Nature. Check out these photos looking
upstream from the old dam of “before” and “after ” progress
without our help. All of those plants sprouted from seeds
that were in the pond bottom. Nothing was planted there by
us.
Special
thanks to
Chip Detwiller for this
update photo
from August!
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Project

No-Name Brook Log Crossing Repair

No-Name Brook is a small flow that enters the Nis-sitissit upstream of Gilman’s
Pool. Sometimes it is just a muddy spot,
sometimes there is real flow, and sometimes it is a mini quagmire. It is easy to
cross, but frequent crossings stir it up
and the erosion gets worse with each
step.
Last year we were not able to find the
right time to repair the No-Name Brook
crossings. They are truly gone at this
point, but we are ready to fix them up
again. The photos here show one crossing not long after it was initially completed in 2002. Our goal is to get it back to
this point. Also, shown is some of the
current wood available to repair the
crossings.
It looks like we have enough material onsite in terms of wood already , but we will
need some volunteers!
This should take 1/2 the day.

Date: Saturday, Nov 12, 2022
Time: 8 AM
Location: Columbo WMA in Pepperell
What to bring: Garden Rakes, Shovels, Work Gloves,
Boots/Waders, Enthusiasm
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Project

Summer Electroshocking !
As part of our overall efforts and interests related to
local brook trout we, via Michael Rosser, have had discussions with MA F&W about electroshocking the Nissitissit and tributaries to gather more evidence about
the populations and movement of fish. People know
there are fish because they catch them in the main
stem and past shocking efforts have found native fish
in the tributaries.
The MA F&W folks have pretty full schedules, but time
did open up this past season on the calendars and
they set up time to come out. It was not the best time
(July 11), but the experience was interesting, albiet
not very scientific.
Michael and Tim were able to make it on relatively
short notice and sections of the Niss were floated on
one day and sections of the Squannacook the next
day. John Sheedy and team were there from the Ayer
F&W office, as well as Adam Kautza, MassWildlife’s
Coldwater Fishery Project Leader .
The net result:
• There were a lot of fish in the Niss. More than expected in the Columbo area as well as the section near
the old Millie Turner dam site. The Squannacook had
more mixed results, as well.
• Native brook trout netted: 0
• It is a lot more difficult to shock and net the fish
from a raft than expected. More fish moved ahead of
the raft than were netted. focus was to clean up and
prep the ground area at the old dam site
• Perhaps a modified approach will be used next time
to better match the depth of the Niss.
Key take away and follow ups
• More interest generated in our local efforts and Adam Kautza will be helping with our monitoring and
PIT tagging efforts/project. More info coming on
that!
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Project

Sucker Brook Continuity and Monitoring !

Continuity
Sucker Brook Continuity is getting closer. The work over the last few years in the Keyes-Parker area
was a huge step and there are several efforts beginning or underway. As things firm up/change
and there is progress, then we will have deeper updates. Some of these will spawn more Chapter
projects. These are in order as you move upstream from the Keyes-Parker area:
• Sartelle Street—This is a impeded area of Sucker Brook currently being engineer reviewed for culvert replacement. TU has been involved in all the discussions related to this
project.
• Sheffield Street—This is a long culvert near the intersection of Blood and Sheffield street.
It is a busy intersection and very close to Burkes Pond Dam. Due to the condition of the dam,
the culvert is viewed as a very important/high risk should the dam fail.
• Moonlight Way/Burkes Pond Dam—This dam is located just upstream of the Sheffield
Street culvert/intersection. About 50 feet actually. This is an old dam that was previously an
industrial site. The current land owner is in favor of removing the dam and there have been
discussions and site visits as part of planning steps that have included TU, Town of Pepperell,
MA DER.
• Heald Street Culvert Replacement—As it sounds this is a culvert replacement project.
The location is the most upstream of this list relative to the Keyes-Parker area. Our Chapter is
more of an “informed” partner for now. The project is complex with a lot of moving parts being run by the town of Pepperell. At this point the project has funding and has started, but
most work will be done in the spring. We have participated in the on-site project kickoff this
summer.
Once the above are remedied, then Sucker Brook will all but have continuity from its head to
its mouth on the Nissitissit. It is not clear how long this take, but 3+ years is a safe bet. MA
DER would like to see it through properly and as quickly as feasible...as would everyone else.
Monitoring
As part of the follow ups for projects like the Keyes-Parker efforts MA DER needs to monitor changes, progress, improvements, etc. that come about during and after a project. We will continue
with monitoring through out the above project efforts.
We currently assist with sediment monitoring and pebble count progression downstream of
the old dam site.
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Project

PIT Tagging
Near term, as part of the post summer shocking discussions and Sucker Brook monitoring we
will be providing an additional effort related to the native brook trout population. Since the
summer shocking did not turn up many native fish, but it has in the past efforts, then we will
be looking to see if the brook trout population is moving throughout the water system. This
will ultimately include trying to determine if brook trout are making passage through our restored project area(s).
We are still in the preliminary stage, but based on discussions with MA DER (Joe Gould) and
MA F&W (Adam Kautza) we will be employing Passive Integrated Transponder (PIT) tags to record fish movement when then pass a monitoring location.
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Project: PIT Tagging

Each PIT tag is a small, pill-shaped cylinder of glass that houses a radio transponder containing a unique code. Unlike other tags that actively transmit a signal (such as satellite or acoustic tags) and thus require batteries, PIT tags respond to a signal emitted from a scanner.
These scanners, also known as readers, send out an electromagnetic charge, and when a PIT
tag is within range, the transponder it contains reacts to this charge and transmits the tag’s
unique identification code. The code is then recorded by a device connected to the reader,
providing a specific detection of an individual fish. Although handheld scanners can be used
to check for tags in fish that have been captured, readers are most often installed into antenna arrays to detect any tagged individuals that swim by.
Final project logistics are still being worked out, but the basic plan is:
•
•

This year:
• Select equipment and purchase equipment
Next year:
• Capture and tag fish
• Install field monitoring station
• Collect data

That is the simplistic view of what will happen. This will be part of the monitoring efforts with
MA DER and focus on Sucker Brook. Adam K will be helping with fish shocking and tagging.
MA DER will be helping with funding.

This is something new and exciting for our Chapter, but other Chapters have done similar
projects in their areas partnered with the MA agencies and/or the USGS. Should be exciting
and we hope you want to get involved.
There will be a lot more info on this and it will be updated at our monthly meetings.
Michael Rosser is the Chapter point person for this!
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Event: 2023 Banquet

After several years hiatus due to Covid we are planning on a banquet for the Spring of 2023!
It has been brought up quite a few times… “When will we have banquet?” Well now we know?
Actually, we sort of know, but need to narrow it down. What we do know:
•
•
•

•

It will be in the spring
We are leaning towards March, but we’re flexible
The world has changed a bit since our last banquet so we are looking at our previous location and possible new locations
There will be plenty of raffle items
• We have a number of items that have been donated and we know there will be
more
• We have flies donated by members already, too!

So keep watching as we figure out more details! In the meantime here is a blast from the
past:
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MA TU (mainly Deerfield TU) has been
working to get a signature on this Bill
for quite a while. It is designed to help
with species protection.

September 1, 2022

Anti-Poaching/Interstate Wildlife Compact Bill signed into law by
Governor Baker

Governor Charlie Baker recently signed a long-standing, Anti-Poaching Bill into law that will allow Massachusetts to join the Interstate Wildlife Compact, which will prevent known fishing and hunting violators from
other states from obtaining licenses in Massachusetts. The Massachusetts Trout Unlimited Council has been
advocating for its passage for several years. The new law will also bring associated fines in Massachusetts
more into line with other states.
“Massachusetts can now join the Interstate Wildlife Compact and exchange information with other states to
help protect our natural resources from known poachers in neighboring states,” said Michael Vito, a member
of the Massachusetts Trout Unlimited Council and a member of the Board of Directors of its Deerfield River
Watershed Chapter. Vito testified before Legislative committees on behalf of this bill (S.2993) and its predecessors, in three different legislative sessions, since 2018. Massachusetts is now the 50 th state to join the Compact.
The Interstate Wildlife Violator Compact is a nationwide law enforcement network that allows state wildlife
protection agencies to share information about poachers with other states and hold poachers accountable for
their offenses, no matter where their crimes were committed. Bordering five states, many of Massachusetts
major river systems share borders with other states. “It’s an easy drive to the Deerfield River from, Vermont,
New Hampshire, New York and even Connecticut” Vito said, adding that the Deerfield is only one of a few
major rivers that holds wild, naturally reproducing trout in the entire state. “Joining the compact brings our enforcement of fishing and hunting laws into the 21st Century and tells poachers they are not welcome here,” Vito said. “Our wild trout fisheries are worth protecting.”
The MA Trout Unlimited Council thanks Senator Michael Moore, of Millbury, for his leadership and persistence in getting this bill passed. The Council also partnered with the Massachusetts Society for the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animals (MSPCA) and the Animal Defense League during a multi-year effort to get this bill
passed into law.
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Deerfield Chapter secures a long fought
win for spawning trout
October 13, 2022

Deerfield River Watershed Trout Unlimited praises DEP Commissioner’s decision to improve winter flows from Fife Brook Dam to protect and increase the river’s wild Brown
trout population
An Agreement with Brookfield Renewable Power Company will allow for increased minimum winter flows
from their Fife Brook Dam and Bear Swamp Pump Storage Operations on the Deerfield River. The Agreement
was approved by state Department of Environmental Protection Commissioner Martin Suuberg on September
27th. The Agreement is part of DEP’s Water Quality Certification process, which is directly tied to the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission’s Re-Licensing of Brookfield’s Fife Brook Dam and Bear Swamp Pump Storage Operations. In late 2025 or early 2026, the winter minimum flow at Fife Brook Dam will increase from
125 cubic feet per second (cfs) to 225 cfs for the period from November 1st to April 15th every year going forward.

The Agreement also provides for a $125,000 fund, paid by Brookfield Power, for ecological projects on the
Deerfield.
“This is a huge victory for the ecology of the river,” said Eric Halloran, president of the Deerfield River Watershed Trout Unlimited Chapter. “We know from our spawning studies that the lack of water during minimum
flows was killing off nearly 40 percent of the trout redds (nests) and eggs over the course of the winter. The
eggs suffered as a result of being de-watered, exposed to the air, and frozen. The minor increase in river flow
negotiated in this agreement will keep the eggs covered with water throughout the winter and allow more eggs
to hatch in the spring. More trout will hatch and increase the number of wild fish in the river.”
Wild Brown Trout Spawning Studies conducted by DRWTU volunteers, under the guidance of Dr. Michael
Cole, of Cole Ecological, Inc. of Greenfield, in 2017, and Dr. Erin Rodgers, of Trout Unlimited, in 2018, documented that brown trout were successfully spawning in the upper Fife Brook section of the Deerfield River.
But the studies also revealed that winter conditions were destroying many of the eggs during periods of minimum flow. The irrefutable results in these studies convinced DEP that the damage to wild trout from Fife
Brook’s winter flow regime needed to be addressed. The DEP declined to authorize the Water Quality Certificate – mandated in the FERC re-licensing process – until this issue could be resolved. The outcome was an
Agreement negotiated between Deerfield TU (under the umbrella of Trout Unlimited, Inc), MA Division of
Fisheries & Wildlife, MA Division of Natural Heritage and Endangered Species, Brookfield Renewable Power
and MA DEP that will benefit the wild brown trout as well as other aquatic organisms in the river. It is noteworthy that Deerfield Trout Unlimited was the only non-governmental agency that signed-on to be an Intervenor in the process.
“Achieving Intervenor status gave us a seat at the table and a stronger bargaining position than we could ever
have achieved by simply commenting on the outcome from the sidelines.” Halloran noted. “We’re incredibly
pleased with this outcome and there were many years of hard work and countless hours of volunteer time that
led to this moment.” Halloran specifically praised Springfield attorney Christopher Myhrum, who specializes
in environmental law, for volunteering his services to lead the negotiation effort. Halloran also thanked former
DRWTU President and Vice-President Kevin Parsons, Esq., and Christopher Jackson, a veteran fishing guide
on the Deerfield, for pushing DRWTU’s agenda in the re-licensing process for 10 years.
DRWTU hopes that this historic achievement will be a crucial step in creating the Commonwealth’s first Wild
Trout Management Area, where an improved ecosystem will allow fly fishers of today and tomorrow to appreciate a healthy population of wily, wild Brown Trout.
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Squan-a-Tissit

Back Page

Destination photos and fish tales from Squan-a-Tissit members

Dave Armstrong

Nashua River

Email us your photos and fish tales to chapter@squanatissit.org
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Squan-a-Tissit

Back Page

Destination photos and fish tales from Squan-a-Tissit members

Tim McDaniel

Ready to go?

Email us your photos and fish tales to chapter@squanatissit.org
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Squan-a-Tissit Calendar of Events
October 2022
October
Chapter Meeting Mon Oct 24th @ 7 PM, Pepperell
Christian Fellowship and via Zoom. Steve Coulton
speaker: “Farmington River,

Meeting will be in-person and online!

Zoom Meeting Link
ID: 86121298527
Passcode: 746262
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•
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Operation of ATVs Is illegal in Wildlife
Management Areas.

11
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15
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24

To report violations of off-road
recreation vehicles, environmental, or
wildlife laws please contact the
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Environmental Police Radio
Communications Center

1-800-632-8075.

Stay current! Sign up!
Everyone (especially Squan-a-Tissit
Chapter members) is asked to please
sign up for our
Email announcement list
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Fly of

the Month
“Snowshoe Hare Emerger”

The Disco Midge
Hook:

Tiemco 2487 #12-22

Thread:

UTC 70 Black

Body:
Red or Fuchsia Holographic flashabou (Other flash colors
can work well too; try black, pearl,
root beer, blue, etc.)
Thorax:

Peacock herl

This pattern evolved in the west, but has a wide winter time following.
“The Disco Midge is essentially a midge larvae or pupae imitation. Midges are
active all year but become really important to the trout and the angler during the
winter. Unlike most other aquatic insects, midges hatch throughout the winter,
even on the coldest days, creating a banquet. “

...from https://outsidebozeman.com/training/skills-safety/fly-tying/the-discomidge

JOIN TROUT UNLIMITED TODAY !

To join or renew your membership in Trout Unlimited, please go to:
www.tu.org and click on the “Join the Community” and
“Become a Member” tabs
Fill out the name, address and credit card information.
Be sure to indicate Squan-a-Tissit as your local TU Chapter!

Any amount can be given above regular membership as an additional gift to help
Trout Unlimited promote coldwater conservation.
Trout Unlimited is a 501c(3) organization. Membership fees and other
contributions to TU and the local chapter are tax exempt to the extent
allowable by law.
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Squan-a-Tissit Chapter of Trout Unlimited
P.O. Box 654
Pepperell, MA 01463

Trout Unlimited - Our Vision
By the next generation, Trout Unlimited
will ensure that robust populations of native and wild coldwater fish
once again thrive within their North American range, so that
our children can enjoy healthy fisheries in their home waters.

Monthly Meeting
The Squan-a-Tissit Chapter of Trout Unlimited holds monthly meetings for chapter members and
guests on the fourth Monday of the month (Sept. through May) at the Pepperell Christian Fellowship
(PCF) Hall, 17 Main Street, Pepperell, MA. Meetings are also streamed on-line.
Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. However, members and guests are encouraged to arrive earlier
and participate in informal fly-tying. Bring your own vice and materials.
Meeting confirmation/updates are sent via email and posted on Facebook and the Chapter
website and include on-line meeting attendance information.

Directions

From Rt. 3: Take the Rt. 113 Exit (Tyngsboro, Dunstable) and proceed west on Rt. 113, 9.2 miles,
through Dunstable and into Pepperell. At the traffic circle take the 2nd exit onto Main Street. The
PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
From Rt. 495: Take the Rt. 119 Exit (Littleton Common) and proceed west on Rt. 119, 9 miles,
through Groton and into Pepperell. Turn right onto Rt. 111, and proceed 2.7 miles. At the traffic circle take the 3rd exit onto Main Street. The PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
From Rt. 2: Take the Rt. 111 Exit (Ayer, Harvard, Clinton) and proceed north on Rt. 111, approximately 12 miles (total, to the Pepperell rotary), through Ayer and Groton to Pepperell. Route 111
merges with Rt. 119 in Groton. Once in Pepperell, Rt. 111 bears to the right (off of Rt. 119). Turn
right onto Rt. 111 and proceed 2.7 miles. At the traffic circle take the 3rd exit onto Main Street. The
PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
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