Squan-a-Tissit
NEWS
News from our chapter of Trout Unlimited.
Champions of sport and conservation on two northeastern Massachusetts
trout watersheds:
The Squannacook & The Nissitissit.
April 2022
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Follow Us On

Monday, April 25th, 7:00
Eric Halloran

(President—Deerfield TU Chapter)

“TU and the Deerfield River
Watershed—Dams, Trout,
and Spawning”

COVID update …
April meeting will be remote only!
May meeting will be onsite @ Keyes Parker
Meeting Link

Eric is a retired math teacher
who has fished all his life and
lives on the North River just a
few long casts from her confluence with the Deerfield. He grew up fishing the
spring creeks of northcentral
Pennsylvania. He has been
fly fishing the Deerfield since
the late 1980's. Eric has
taught many how to fish with
success and how to tie
flies. Dry fly fishing is his first
love but he enjoys the most
productive fishing subsurface, drifting nymphs and
swinging wet flies. He honed
his wet fly presentation and
fly tying skills in pursuit of
Atlantic Salmon on Cape Breton, Nova Scotia. Eric has
been a member of the Deerfield TU Chapter (#349) since
the early 90’s and was present at some of the meetings
when the chapter was revived and rejuvenated. He aspires to continue
the work of his predecessors in moving the Chapter forward as an effective conservation organization, one that values science-informed direct
action as well as advocacy in collaboration with various partners.
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Stepping into spring things continue to look better, grass is greener, but
ticks are out...but then it started snowing at my house. I just put the snow
blower away, too. I’m sticking with the grass is greener idea, though.
Dylan Callahan from Concord Outfitters did a great job with his presentation at the March meeting. Lots of good information about how he approaches stripers from the shore at different points in time through the season. It was more than a talk about “I went here and caught a nice one on
secret fly #2”. There was a lot of “I’ve noticed and learned this and here is
a picture and example” Very well done! And he has, indeed, caught some
hefty fish wading throughout the coastal waters.
The April meeting speaker will be Eric Halloran from the Deerfield TU
Chapter in western MA. Deerfield TU has been doing great work out there
for years on several named waters that you will recognize. Eric will be
speaking about things like FERC relicensing of Fife Brook Dam and the
work they have done to ensure protection on upper Deerfield trout. This
will include their Brown Trout Spawning Study as well as trout telemetry
study. They also have an ongoing effort in Rice Book related to woody debris together with the USGS. (Matt O’Donnell was a previous speaker for
us and mentioned Rice Brook efforts in his presentation.) Finally, if there is
time, Eric will touch on the citizen study of wild rainbow trout population in
the Deerfield… All interesting stuff, so I hope you can make it!
Unfortunately, we continue to have members recovering from Covid, so the
Chapter BOD has agreed to Zoom only the April meeting. Please take
note though that the May meeting will definitely be in person and held onsite at Keyes-Parker. Check the schedule for more info.
Please try to attend the April online
presentation and mark your calendar for
the on-site May meeting!

April 23rd work day
@ Keyes-Parker…
Annual Day-on-theRiver date has been
set for May 14th...

See you there!

See Chapter Events
for latest info!
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Squan-a-Tissit Calendar of Events
April Zoom Meeting Link

Meeting ID: 898 7577 1608
Passcode: 451345

April
•
•
•

The Fly Fishing Show April 22, 23, 24, Royal Plaza,
Marlborough MA
Keyes-Parker Workday April 23, 24, Keyes-Parker
Area, Pepperell MA
Chapter Meeting Monday, April 25th, Zoom only,
Eric Halloran of Deerfield Chapter, (Brown trout
spawning and telemetry in western MA)

May
•
Chapter Meeting Monday, May 23th, Joe Gould,
(Sucker Brook field work and next steps)
Meeting will be on-site (with PIZZA) at Keyes-Parker/
Sucker Brook @ 6 PM (No Zoom for this meeting)
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June 2022
Sun

Operation of ATVs Is illegal in Wildlife
Management Areas.
To report violations of off-road
recreation vehicles, environmental, or
wildlife laws please contact the
Environmental Police Radio
Communications Center

1-800-632-8075.
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Stay current! Sign up!
Everyone (especially Squan-a-Tissit
Chapter members) is asked to please
sign up for our
Email announcement list
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Completed!

Sucker Brook (Keyes-Parker)
Sediment Study / Pebble Count
On March 27th a group of Chapter members together
with Joe Gould from DER, and Paula Terrasi (Pepperell
Conservation Administrator) met at Sucker Brook for
the latest round of the sediment study and pebble
count.

Measuring sediment depths ...

This is a continuation of the post-dam removal
monitoring of the expected movement of sediment
and stones in the brook. The work included the
measurement of pebble sizes in the 100 meter test
section as well as the measurement of sediment
size and depth at the 4 stream cross sections. The
weather was good, but the water was cold, really
cold. It was a fun few hours and as a bonus the
first turtles were observed in stream for the year.
Overall, everything looks really good in stream after the dam removal.

Recording the data ...

Special “Thank you” to Joe Gould for agreeing to do this round on a weekend for us!
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Completed!

Sucker Brook (Keyes-Parker)
Culvert Work Restoration
March 30th was another work session at Gulf Brook.
The goal for this effort included some cleanup of the
culvert wings, improvement of bank structure leftovers from culvert installation, and ensuring the in culvert channel was to design. That’s a lot of work right
there… Everything went great…
The Town of Pepperell Highway Department provided
the heavy lift with their backhoe and mini-excavator
to set the banks properly and move the larger stones.
As more stones were needed, they were able to shuttle them from their in-town stockpile to the site for
placement by the equipment.
Some in-stream conferring ...

A lot of smaller stones were moved into place on the
wings and, especially, into the culvert to match the
design. In the end the channel had the proper course
and the depth was good-to-go in the culvert itself.
This work is part of the completion steps leading up
to final project inspection and sign-off. It was noticed
during the day’s work that the rip-rap itself would still
need some “smoothing” to close the stone openings
for wildlife crossing. This will be finished up by the
town prior to the planting day event.
Again special thank you to everyone that participated
from TU, DER, and the Town of Pepperell.

Putting things in place ...
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Upcoming Project

Workday at Keyes-Parker
Dam Site Naturalization Prep !
As part of our naturalization and planting efforts
related to the Keyes-Parker dam removal we will
be having a workday on April 23rd beginning at 9
AM.
• The focus will be to clean up and prep the
ground area at the old dam site
• We will be raking and smoothing out the area
above/near the dam and possibly moving some
stones.
• The mix of soil left after the removal is low in
nutrients, so we will also be spreading topsoil to
help with the restoration. The topsoil has been
provided by our partners from the Town of Pepperell Highway Department. They got as close
to the dam as possible but we will need to move it
onto and spread it at the dam site.
• This is a TU event, but the town is rousting
some additional help for the effort, as well
• We will meet on-site at 9 AM for some introductions and coffee and donuts provided by the
Town of Pepperell
• Pizza lunch will be provided by the Chapter

Any amount of time you can spare will be helpful! This is also another chance to see the site area
and all the work that has been done to date on this great project!
This should be a “most of the day” event ...
Date: Saturday, April 23, 2022
Time: 9 AM
Location: Keyes-Parker area in Pepperell, MA
What to bring: Garden Rakes, Shovels, Work Gloves, Enthusiasm
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Upcoming

EVENTS
Upcoming Project

Sucker Brook (KeyesParker) Plantings,
TBD

The final date is still being determined, but the plants have been ordered! This event will
have multiple groups participating and we will be providing the food for the day. We will need
some volunteers to help out with cooking.
This should be a “most of the day” event ...

This will definitely still be a June event … It should be great fun and rewarding. Watch for
more info …
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Upcoming

EVENTS

Upcoming Event

2022 MA Trout Unlimited
Council Caddisfest
What: 2022 Caddisfest
When: Jun 03, 2022 at 1:00 PM - Jun 05, 2022 at 11:00 AM (EDT)
Where: Charlemont, Massachusetts

Event Details

You are invited to join us June 3rd, 4th and 5th at the Country Aire Campground, 1753 Mohawk Trail, Charlemont, MA
01370 for the 2022 Caddisfest. We have reserved 9 Tenting
sites and 11 Electrical/water hookup sites for you to sign up
and pay for. The fees are $70 for the tenting sites and $85
for the hookup sites.
To reserve a site, please email or text Henry Sweren at:
hsweren8@aol.com or (413) 822-5216.
Please include your name, how many guests for the site, and whether you need a
tent site or a hookup site.
Checks can be made out to: Massachusetts Trout Unlimited Council
and mailed to:
Henry Sweren
PO Box 624
Lanesborough, MA 01237
Agenda for the event:
•
•
•
•
•
•

Arrive any time after 1pm on Friday to get setup and/or fish.
Friday 8:30pm Meet and Greet at the Pavilion
Saturday-Sunday Local members will help guide other guests on areas to fish
Saturday 11am Council meeting followed by a cookout.
Sunday Checkout and fish or travel home
All proceeds from this event will go to the Coldwater Conservation Fund.

Tight Lines,
Henry Sweren
Massachusetts Trout Unlimited Council Chair
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Upcoming

EVENTS

Upcoming Event

Annual Chapter Day-on-the-River 2022

Each year the Chapter holds its Dayon-the-River. It is a simple gathering
to do some fishing, share some
laughs, and serves as our last Chapter
meeting until the fall. Pictures are
from the archives...Day-on-theRiver 2010...
Lunch menu is currently in planning
and we have some volunteers lined
up to help with cooking, etc., already.
Date: May 14, 2022
Time: Starts at 9 AM, Lunch @ noon
Location: Columbo Area, Brookline Street, Pepperell
MA
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Upcoming

EVENTS

River Helpers still needed...
As of this writing the Casting for Recovery retreat is still taking applicants for River
Helpers for June 12 at the Barbara C. Harris Center in Greenfield, NH. River Helpers
partner with a CRF Retreat attendee to help with their fly fishing experience. It is a fun,
no pressure, on-the-water, just be there experience. Several Chapter members were
able to participate in 2021 and it was very enriching—time well spent.
We have a couple of members signed up already. Are you Interested? Contact Tim
McDaniel with questions (chapter@squanatissit.org) or apply at:

Volunteer – Casting for Recovery
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CHAPTER

NEWS

Squan-a-Tissit Fundraising Auction Site
The first round of our fundraising auctions closed on March 28 right after the last Chapter
meeting.
This was our first foray into using the auction site and it was successful. We went small,
but still raised some money for the Chapter. We are still setting up the next round of
items, but we have plenty of inventory. Thanks again to Kirk Reynolds for being the spearhead on this effort.
If you have any good, used items that you would like to donate to our auction
efforts, then please send an email to chapter@squanatissit.org with more
info!

To access the auction site:
• Point your browser at the squanatissit.org homepage
• See the section about the auction site?
• Pick the “ENTER HERE” button!
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Squan-a-Tissit

Back Page

Destination photos and fish tales from Squan-a-Tissit members
Duck reflections on Pork Barrel Pond

Early Spring
sightings...
Dave Armstrong

Eagle on Nashua River near Varnum Brook

Email us your photos and fish tales to chapter@squanatissit.org
Follow us on Facebook and Instagram
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Fly of

the Month
“Red Fox Squirrell Nymph”

Red Fox Squirrel Nymph
Hook:
6-16
Thread:
Burnt orange
Tail:
Red fox squirrel back
Rib:
Gold twist
Abdomen: Red fox squirrel belly
Thorax:
Red fox squirrel back
(dubbed slender)
Hackle:
Dark speckled brown hen
hackle

From Soft Hackles, Tight Lines: “...largely follows Dave Whitlock’s
“Standard Red Fox Squirrel-Hair Nymph” recipe from the June 1984 issue
of Fly Fisherman magazine, using natural, prepackaged belly fibers for the abdomen and unblended back fur taken from a road-kill fox squirrel as the thorax.
It adds the hackling and tailing that Whitlock suggests in the book chapter on
nymphing.”
Easy to tie and so suggestive, your dog may want to eat it...use with caution.

JOIN TROUT UNLIMITED TODAY !

To join or renew your membership in Trout Unlimited, please go to:
www.tu.org and click on the “Join the Community” and
“Become a Member” tabs
Fill out the name, address and credit card information.
Be sure to indicate Squan-a-Tissit as your local TU Chapter!

Any amount can be given above regular membership as an additional gift to help
Trout Unlimited promote coldwater conservation.
Trout Unlimited is a 501c(3) organization. Membership fees and other
contributions to TU and the local chapter are tax exempt to the extent
allowable by law.
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Squan-a-Tissit Chapter of Trout Unlimited
P.O. Box 654
Pepperell, MA 01463

Trout Unlimited - Our Vision
By the next generation, Trout Unlimited
will ensure that robust populations of native and wild coldwater fish
once again thrive within their North American range, so that
our children can enjoy healthy fisheries in their home waters.

Monthly Meeting
The Squan-a-Tissit Chapter of Trout Unlimited holds monthly meetings for chapter members and
guests on the fourth Monday of the month (Sept. through May) at the Pepperell Christian Fellowship
(PCF) Hall, 1 Main Street, Pepperell, MA. Meetings are also streamed on-line.
Meetings will begin at 7:00 p.m. However, members and guests are encouraged to arrive earlier
and participate in informal fly-tying. Bring your own vice and materials.
Meeting confirmation/updates are sent via email and posted on Facebook and the Chapter
website and include on-line meeting attendance information.

Directions

From Rt. 3: Take the Rt. 113 Exit (Tyngsboro, Dunstable) and proceed west on Rt. 113, 9.2 miles,
through Dunstable and into Pepperell. At the traffic circle take the 2nd exit onto Main Street. The
PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
From Rt. 495: Take the Rt. 119 Exit (Littleton Common) and proceed west on Rt. 119, 9 miles,
through Groton and into Pepperell. Turn right onto Rt. 111, and proceed 2.7 miles. At the traffic circle take the 3rd exit onto Main Street. The PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
From Rt. 2: Take the Rt. 111 Exit (Ayer, Harvard, Clinton) and proceed north on Rt. 111, approximately 12 miles (total, to the Pepperell rotary), through Ayer and Groton to Pepperell. Route 111
merges with Rt. 119 in Groton. Once in Pepperell, Rt. 111 bears to the right (off of Rt. 119). Turn
right onto Rt. 111 and proceed 2.7 miles. At the traffic circle take the 3rd exit onto Main Street. The
PCF Hall will be located on the left side.
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